EASTERN EUROPE

EASTERN EUROPE is the land of the Slav, and of such more recent
Asiatic invaders as the Finn, the Magyar, the Bulgar and the Tartar.
In addition, it has borne the brunt of invasions by Hun and Vandal,
Turk and Avar, and each of these has left an imprint on the blood
and culture of the population. Asiatic cultural and racial influences
have thus been important, and the effect of these frequent invasions
has been to retard progress. Large portions of the eastern peoples have
also been isolated from the older and more advanced civilizations of
the south and west by the lack of outlets on the more important seas,
and by the tremendous distances involved. The eastern European is
consequently more backward culturally and economically than his
western neighbor, although recently he has been advancing steadily in
all phases of human activity.

The east is a land of vast plains, upon which scattered peasants
carry on an extensive and frequently backward type of agriculture.
Mountains and plateaus occur occasionally, but they form only local
interruptions to the plains which stretch from the Carpathians to the
Arctic Ocean, and from the Caspian to the Baltic, and which are con-
tinued in the plains of Hungary and Rumania. The variations of relief
so characteristic of western and southern Europe are lacking, and are
replaced by a monotony which leads to a certain uniformity of human
development.

The climate also differs from that of the west in that the oceanic
influence is less important. Cold winters, hot summers and low or
moderate rainfall, coming mostly during the summer season, indicate
a true continental type of climate. The growing season is too short for
many crops, but the climate is well adapted to most grains and has
enabled the east to become the only important food-surplus region of
Europe.

The east is less well endowed than the west with such important
industrial resources as coal and iron. Water power is also less abun-
dant and less well distributed. However, eastern Europe contains the
greatest forests of the continent, and has an abundance of petroleum,
manganese, platinum and a few other minerals. These resources are
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